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Introduction 

This document is intended to provide answers to common questions from prospective 

applicants to CRIN’s Reducing Environmental Footprint technology funding competition. In the 

event of discrepancy between this document and either the Competition Guide or the 

Expression of Interest template, the latter shall govern. 

Applicants are encouraged to contact the competition coordinator, Emissions Reduction Alberta 

(ERA), at CRIN-ReducingEnvFootprint@eralberta.ca with specific questions to clarify any of the 

information provided.  

Frequently Asked Questions 

1. Who is CRIN? 

The Clean Resource Innovation Network (CRIN) is a pan-Canadian network focused on 

ensuring Canada’s energy resources can be sustainably developed and integrated into 

global energy systems. By identifying industry challenges, CRIN is able to create market pull 

and collaborations to accelerate commercialization and widespread clean technology 

adoption to increase competitiveness and significantly reduce environmental impact. 

For more information, visit https://cleanresourceinnovation.com/.  

2. Where does the competition funding originate? 

The Strategic Innovation Fund (SIF) of the Government of Canada’s department of Industry, 

Science and Economic Development (ISED) announced a $100M investment in March 2019 

in the federal budget, to be provided over four years (2020-2024) to the Clean Resource 

Innovation Network (CRIN). 

The agreement for these SIF monies identifies $80M for technology enablement which will 

be distributed through technology competitions for TRL 6-9 beginning in 2021, and $20M for 

additional innovation ecosystem development and support. 

3. What is ERA’s relationship with CRIN? 

CRIN has partnered with Emissions Reduction Alberta (ERA) to coordinate the Reducing 

Environmental Footprint competition. This is one of the three technology competitions 

launched by CRIN to invest $80 million from the Government of Canada’s Strategic 

Innovation Fund (SIF) in high-impact opportunities with potential to reduce the 

environmental impact of Canada’s oil and gas industry and assist with commercialization of 

new products. ERA will coordinate the application process for the $50 million Reducing 

Environmental Footprint competition and evaluate the proposed projects on behalf of CRIN. 

All final funding decisions will be made by CRIN. 

For more information about CRIN’s technology competitions, please visit 

https://cleanresourceinnovation.com/competitions.  

4. What is the total funding available for projects supported through the Reducing 

Environmental Footprint competition? 

Up to $50 million CAD is available for the Reducing Environmental Footprint competition, 

subject to the discretion of CRIN and the availability of funds. The maximum funding request 

to CRIN for any one project is $10 million CAD.  

mailto:crin-reducingenvfootprint@eralberta.ca
https://cleanresourceinnovation.com/
https://cleanresourceinnovation.com/competitions
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5. How can I get funding for my project from the Reducing Environmental Footprint 

competition? 

To receive funding from the competition, you must submit an Expression of Interest (EOI) in 

accordance with the Competition Guide. Your proposed project must meet the criteria set 

out in the Competition Guide and be evaluated to be among the highest of quality 

opportunities aligned with the goals and objectives of the competition. For more information, 

please read the Competition Guide available at https://eralberta.ca/. 

Furthermore, please note that all applicants must be CRIN members to be eligible for 

funding. Organizations may become CRIN members at 

https://cleanresourceinnovation.com/connect/join. 

6. How can I access the EOI template? Can I submit an EOI without using the online 

system? 

All submissions must be completed through ERA’s online submission portal (ERIMS) at 

http://www.eraadmin.ca; no submissions will be accepted via other means. The EOI 

template is available in the ERIMS after creating an account and initiating a new 

submission. 

7. How do I determine if my project qualifies for funding? What sectors are eligible for 

this call? What are some examples of technologies you are looking for? 

This Competition is targeting innovative technological solutions for Canada’s oil and gas 

industry that improve environmental performance and support Canada’s clean energy goals 

set out by the Pan-Canadian Framework on Clean Growth and Climate Change. The eligible 

technologies are those providing solutions for water challenges relevant to the oil and gas 

industry; land/wellsite remediation; novel hydrocarbon extraction; and methane emissions, 

monitoring, quantification, and abatement. A non-exhaustive list of examples of technologies 

in these areas of interest can be found in the Competition Guide document. 

Applicants are invited to contact ERA at CRIN-ReducingEnvFootprint@eralberta.ca to 

discuss the fit of their technology.  

8. How does CRIN define “novel,” “innovative,” or “first-of-kind” technologies? 

CRIN’s funding is intended to support advancement of new and innovative breakthrough 

solutions with significant environmental benefits in Canada. Applicants must justify how their 

proposed project represents an advancement from “business as usual” activity and how the 

technology addresses a need articulated by Canada’s oil and gas industry. In general, 

projects must feature an element of technical or innovation risk. This can include: 

• Novel technologies that have never been piloted, demonstrated, or commercially 

deployed 

• Innovative combinations of existing technologies in a configuration designed to 

address an industry problem 

• First-of-kind application of existing technology to a new industry, end-use, or product 

• Demonstration or implementation of technology that is in use elsewhere but has not 

previously been utilized in Canada  

https://eralberta.ca/
https://cleanresourceinnovation.com/connect/join
http://www.eraadmin.ca/
mailto:crin-reducingenvfootprint@eralberta.ca
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9. What Technology Readiness Levels (TRLs) are targeted for this competition? How 

strict are the stage of development requirements? 

CRIN is targeting projects from TRL 6-9. Projects must be at minimum TRL 6 and maximum 

TRL 9 in order to apply.  See the definition of TRLs in the competition program guide. 

10. Does the applicant need to be incorporated in Canada? Do all project partners need 

to be from Canada? 

All applicants must be incorporated in Canada. Applicant organizations and partners are not 

required to have operations in any particular province or territory. Projects may include 

project partners from outside of Canada, but 90% or more of all total eligible project costs 

must be incurred in Canada. 

11. Can a portion of project activity occur outside of Canada? 

Yes, projects may involve activities or incur expenses outside of Canada. However, at least 

90% of all total eligible project costs must be incurred in Canada.  

12. Can one applicant submit multiple applications? 

There is no limit on the number of submissions from any party however, only one 

submission per project is allowed. Due to the large volume of proposals expected and the 

competitive nature of the process, applicants are strongly encouraged to present only their 

highest quality applications. 

13. Can one applicant submit applications to multiple CRIN technology competitions? 

An applicant organization may submit distinct and separate projects to more than one of the 

three CRIN technology funding competitions. However, applicants cannot receive funding 

from multiple CRIN technology funding competitions for the same project or portions thereof. 

Applicants are strongly encouraged to review each of the competitions in detail and apply 

only to the competition best aligned with a particular proposed project. Proposals submitted 

to multiple CRIN technology funding competitions with complete or partial overlap of work 

scope may be withdrawn from consideration in all competitions. 

14. Would a portfolio of projects qualify, or is it preferable to submit as individual 

projects? 

CRIN will fund "projects" with clear timelines, objectives, deliverables, and milestones. 

Proposals may include multiple technologies and multiple sites; however, CRIN 

recommends that each proposal be kept as focused as possible, with a clear objective. 

Having a large portfolio of technologies within a single project risks diluting the value of the 

most compelling elements of the portfolio and/or creating an overly complex project.  

15. Can CRIN funding be used as support for other programs? How should pending 

applications for other grants be addressed in the proposal? Should the full amount be 

requested if a portion of the grant funding could come from elsewhere? Are projects 

that have received other government funding eligible? 

Yes, projects may receive funding from CRIN and from other government sources, in 

accordance with CRIN’s fund-matching requirements. The maximum CRIN contribution to a 

single project will be no more than 50% of the project’s eligible expenses. Furthermore, a 

minimum of 25% of funding must come from industry partners, and the remaining 75% can 

come from a mix of sources, including up to 50% from CRIN, and up to 25% from other 

government sources or other private sources.  
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Applicants that are planning to apply to other grant funding programs with the same project 

are encouraged to note this when completing the financing table in the application. Please 

note that CRIN reserves the right to award less funding than was asked, so it is incumbent 

upon applicants to justify the amount requested, taking into consideration the likelihood of 

securing other sources of public and private funding. 

16. How does the amount of CRIN funding requested impact the decision whether to fund 

a project? 

The amount of funding requested has relatively low impact on how projects are evaluated. 

Proposals are not sorted or grouped based on funding amount or project size; all projects 

will be evaluated on their own merits regardless of the funding amount requested. However, 

the potential for significant environmental, economic, and public benefits relative to the 

amount of funding requested is considered during the proposal evaluation. Applicants are 

encouraged to request only the amount required to ensure the project will proceed.  

17. For calculating GHG reductions and environmental benefits, what timeline should we 

consider? 

To understand the overall benefits associated with proposed projects, CRIN will consider the 

potential for environmental impacts in the near-, medium-, and long-term. However, all 

proposals will be primarily assessed on the ability to rapidly deploy technology and provide 

significant benefits by 2033, such as contributing to CRIN’s target of 100 megatonnes of 

CO2e reduction by 2033. 

18. If a project is approved for funding, does the intellectual property (IP) become public? 

What information is publicly shared for funded projects? 

Details of IP ownership will be addressed in the legal agreement between CRIN and each 

successful applicant. However, a few basic principles apply, including: 

• Background IP and third-party technology remains with its original owner(s). 

• Project outcomes, results, and learnings will be made publicly available at the 

conclusion of the project. 

• Project technology developed as a part of the CRIN-funded activities will be owned 

by the successful applicant and its partners and may not be sold or exclusively 

licensed outside of Canada to a non-Canadian entity for a minimum of five (5) years 

from project completion. 

• Furthermore, project assets may not be disposed of outside of Canada or in a 

manner contrary to the objectives of the competition for a minimum of five (5) years 

from project completion. 

CRIN understands that intellectual property is an important element of technology 

development. CRIN will work with Ultimate Recipients to ensure sufficient IP protection is in 

place to secure the value of the technology developed during a funded project, while 

ensuring the technology is retained in Canada and can be reasonably shared / licensed in 

the marketplace as per the requirements of the Ultimate Recipient Agreements in place. 

19. Are project details kept confidential throughout the entire application process? Do 

project details become public at some point? 

Application details are kept confidential on a permanent basis. When funding is announced, 

CRIN will publicly share a non-confidential summary of only the projects selected for 
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funding. At the end of funded projects, public reporting of outcomes and learnings is 

required. 

20. What criteria are used for decision making? Does CRIN have Key Performance 

Indicators or targets for successful projects, for example: a specific $/tCO2e target? 

Proposals are assessed based on the merit evaluation criteria described in the Competition 

Guide document available on the Competition website. Specific quantitative targets or 

thresholds for key performance indicators are not used. However, all proposals will be 

assessed on the ability to rapidly deploy technology and provide significant environmental 

benefits, such as contributing to CRIN’s target of 100 megatonnes of CO2e reduction by 

2033. 

21. Can use of IP, facilities, and other in-kind support be considered an eligible matching 

contribution? Can debt financing be used to match CRIN funds? 

CRIN will only provide support toward actual eligible expenses related to the project incurred 

during the term of the project. Please refer to the eligible expense guidelines in Appendix 1 

of the Competition Guide for further information. 

22. If a pilot location has not been finalized for the project can an EOI still be submitted 

for consideration? 

Proposals may be submitted without a host site being finalized; however applicants should 

be aware that having a site confirmed will be viewed positively during the evaluation 

process. Potential sites and plans to finalize the project site should be indicated in the 

proposal. 

23. Do all project team members, partners, and consultants need to be finalized prior to 

the application? 

CRIN recognizes that some project elements may not be finalized at the time of EOI 

submission. Applicants are encouraged to provide as much detail as possible about the core 

project team, plans to acquire expertise where needed, and planned subcontracting to 

provide the review team with confidence that the right expertise is available to successfully 

execute the project. 

24. If changes/developments to the project occur after my EOI is submitted, is there an 

opportunity to revise? 

After the EOI deadline, no changes can be made to EOI submissions. Applicants that are 

shortlisted to advance to the next stage of the process will have the opportunity to ensure 

their Full Project Proposal (FPP) contains the most accurate and up-to-date information 

about the project. However, any material changes made in the project proposal (including 

scope, objectives, plan, budget, etc.) between the EOI stage and the FPP stage of the 

process must be clearly identified, described, and justified and may risk a different 

evaluation outcome. 

25. Do CRIN or ERA provide “matchmaking” services to connect technology developers 

with host sites or other consortium members? 

At this time, neither CRIN nor ERA provide a formal matchmaking service. However, CRIN 

has assembled a small team of industry and technology experts to evaluate requests during 

the competition EOI application period for partnership scouting support. Note that CRIN can 

not guarantee any partnership will result. Contact info@cleanresourceinnovation.com to 

discuss a potential appropriate ‘warm’ introduction. Note also that applicants must be 

mailto:info@cleanresourceinnovation.com
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members of CRIN and with membership, gain the potential benefits of the network. 

Prospective applicants are also encouraged to make use of industry associations, 

technology accelerators, and other resources when assembling a consortium. 

26. Does CRIN provide examples of strong proposals? 

Unfortunately, we cannot share example proposals. This is the first CRIN technology 

competition, and no proposals have been submitted prior to the launch of this competition. 

Furthermore, neither ERA nor other competition coordinators working on behalf of CRIN are 

able to share past proposals from their respective programs due to the confidentiality of all 

applications. 

27. Will I receive feedback on my application if I am not selected as a winner of the 

competition? 
All applicants invited to the FPP stage of the competition can receive a 30-minute phone call 

to receive feedback on their application, if requested. Feedback is not provided for 

applicants at the EOI phase of the competition. 

28. What are small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)? 
SMEs are defined as business establishments with 1-499 paid employees. SMEs can 

represent a technology innovator/developer, a service company, and/or a small or medium-

sized oil and gas producer. 

29. Are in-kind costs considered eligible for matching? 
In-kind costs are not eligible (see Appendix 1 in the Competition Guide). 

 

 

 


